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Lesson Plan
Teacher: Bernice Barrón, BISD, Veterans Memorial ECHS
Date: July 23, 2021
Subject / grade level: U.S. History,11th grade
Materials:
Beach ball, pen, pencil, map colors, Laptop, Map of Texas
TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills):
Economic and Social development of a region.
28B - Analyzing information by applying absolute and relative chronology through
sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause and effect relationships, comparing and
contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations, making
predictions, drawing inferences, and drawing conclusions.

Lesson objective(s):
1. Analyze the factors that led to the economic development of the Lower Rio Grande Valley.
2. Describe the labor, technology, crops, and demographics that were used to develop
agriculture in the region.
3. Describe how the moniker "The Magic Valley," was used to attract investors willing to farm
in the Rio Grande Valley (RGV).
Differentiation strategies to meet diverse learner needs:
PowerPoints, Videos, Personal pictures, Maps, Digital Story of the Old Hidalgo Pumphouse,
pictures of the Rio Grande River

ENGAGEMENT



Describe how you will use place-based and/or culturally relevant pedagogies to promote student engagement?
What kind of questions should the students ask themselves after the engagement?

Do you know what irrigation is?
Do you know why they call the Rio Grande Valley the "Magic Valley?"
How many of you students like grapefruits? What do they look like at the grocery store?
Can you imagine what the Valley looked like before irrigation?

EXPLORATION

Active engagement




Describe what place-based hands-on activities you could use to encourage students to engage the content.
List “big idea” conceptual questions related to the content you can use to encourage students’ exploration of the lesson.

Students will stand up and form a circle in the middle of the classroom. Students will pass
around, or pass across the beach ball. When a student holds the ball, they have to tell us the
answer to the question given or prompted by the teacher. Every student gets a turn to hold
the beach ball and answers a question.
Example Question: Do you know what vegetables grow here in the Valley?
Example Question: Name a fruit grown in the Valley.
Example Question: What tools are used for irrigation, and agriculture?

EXPLANATION




What questions could you pose to students before you precede to introduce the topic, themes or key terms?
What questions or techniques will you use to help students connect their own knowledge to the main topic and/or key concepts under
examination?
List higher order thinking questions you could use to solicit participation and engage students in discussion and provide their own
interpretations.

Describe our local climate. What types of plants grow in this climate? Nopales, Mesquites
etc.
With irrigation, what kinds of plants grow here in the Rio Grande Valley? Citrus, sugar cane
What happens every time it rains a lot in the RGV? Floods

ELABORATION




Describe how students will develop a more sophisticated understanding of the topics, themes or key concepts.
What vocabulary will be introduced and how will it connect to students’ observations and/or personal knowledge?
How will this knowledge be applied in their daily lives?

Rio Grande
Geographic locations
Old Hidalgo Pumphouse
Irrigation
Agriculture
Horticulture
Westward Expansion
River Valley Civilization

River citrus
Cotton
Sugar cane
Chaparral
Migrant labor
Immigration
Economy
Fertile land

EVALUATION


How will students demonstrate that they have achieved the lesson objective? This should be embedded throughout the lesson as well as at
the end of the lesson.

Students will create a flow chart diagram that chronicles the development of the local Rio Grande Valley area,
from underdeveloped dry lands and ranch lands, to modern agriculture. Students will put in chronological order
from Pre-irrigation, to Pumphouse, to Post irrigation in three separate boxes. They will write or draw each
section what kinds of crops, jobs, economy, and demographics. They will be able to write/draw in the
differences in the boxes. They will be able to write in the kinds of crops, jobs, demographics, technology,
irrigation, railroads. In the Post irrigation box, students are to write in the changes over time. Changes in the
crops grown, the jobs created, the integration of peoples from other areas, like more Mexicans and more
Anglos, among other races.

